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Cameroon 


Ordinance Creates Free Trade Zone System 


AB3001210290 Yaounde Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 29 Jan 90 


[Excerpts] By presidential ordinance, a free trade zone 
system has been created in Cameroon. Here are some 
details: 


Article 1: A free trade zone system has been created to 
promote new investments, facilitate exports develop- 
ment, and create new jobs in Cameroon. The provisions 
relating to this new institution are contained in the 
present ordinance. The free trade zone system i; appli- 
cable to every part of the Cameroonian territory which, 
according to the rules, is given the status of industrial 
free trade zone either on the government's initiative or 
on the proposal of the Industrial Free Trade Zones Board 
provided for in the following article. 


Article 2: The Industrial Free Trade Zone is a demar- 
cated and enclosed geographical area with a checked 
entry point. The free trade zone system is applicable to 
this zone as an entity and to the enterprises established 
therein. [passage omitted] 


Article 4: Private and public enterprises involved in the 
development of industrial free zones are organized 
within a nonprofit grouping charged with defending 
their interests. This grouping is called the National 
Board of Industrial Free Trade Zones, NBIFTZ, as 
mentioned in Article 1. The NBIFTZ is a permanent 
body governed by the free zone system and invested with 
the authorities defined by the present ordinance. [pas- 
Sage omitted] 


Gabon 


Cabinet Meets To Discuss Democratic Process 


AB3001155890 Dakar PANA in French 1234 GMT 
30 Jan 90 


[Text] Libreville, 30 Jan (AGP-GAB/PANA)—The 
Gabonese cabinet has been meeting since this morning 
in Libreville under the chairmanship of the head of state, 
Omar Bongo, it was learned from the Gabonese capital. 
This meeting, the first in 1990, comes at a time when 
national political debate is on “the plurality of opinions 
within the Gabonese Democratic Party (PDG, sole 
party) and presidential majority,” observers note. 
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At the recent extraordinary meeting of the PDG Central 
Committee, the proceedings of the Commission on Gen- 
eral Policy decided to create a special commission for 
democracy in Gabon. This commission will study the 
possibility of free politics in the country and the admit- 
tance of different ideas into the party, as well as pros- 
pects for the reinforcement and finalization of the dem- 
ocratic process and its extension to the whole country. 


For the Gabonese head of state, the PDG must hence- 
forth work to strengthen democracy, preserve the basic 
freedom of the people by creating a climate of dialogue 
and an open-door policy “to our opponents who wish to 
hold discussions, to guarantee the peace and security of 
the Gabonese people and promote freedom of expression 
and the consolidation of national unity.” 


This open-door policy and democratization within the 
PDG, recommended by President Bongo, gave the main 
leader of the Movement for National Redress (Morena, 
banned opposition), Father Paul Mba Abessole, the 
Opportunity to announce his participation “henceforth 
in the political life of Gabon, within the context of the 
presidential majority.” 


Earlier, Morena had expressed its sensitiveness to Pres- 
ident Bongo’s remarks about “the plurality of ideas and 
freedom of expression” that “should prevail” hence- 
forth. In a statement made recently in Libreville, the 
Gabonese head of state explained that “if what we call 
presidential majority means nothing more than the 
party, the government, and parliament (National Assem- 
bly), and if Father Mba Abessole joins us, then he will 
work with the leadership of this country in the same 
manner as would anyone else.” 


For the Gabonese authorities, participating in the coun- 
try’s political life within the “presidential majority” 
presupposes, first and foremost, respect for the existing 
regime, its party, the government, and the National 
Assembly. President Bongo believes that “the country’s 
nine provinces represent nine different currents of ideas, 
and if a tenth current must emerge, this must only be 
within the PDG. 


At this meeting, the recent demonstrations by students 
of the Omar Bongo University (UOB) and pupils of the 
Omar Bongo National Technical High School may be 
discussed, observers in Libreville believe. Students of 
UOB resumed classes yesterday, even though the 
teaching problem still remains, while the Technical High 
School and the Junior Technical High School are still 
closed. The reopening of these institutions will definitely 
be considered during the meetings scheduled for 
tomorrow and Friday [2 February] between parents, 
teachers, and the Education Ministry. 


2 EAST AFRICA 


Kenya 


PRC Official Luo Gan Departs 27 January 


EA2701205890 Nairobi KNA in English 1400 GMT 
27 Jan 90 


[Excerpt] Nairobi, 27 Jan (KNA)}—The Chinese delega- 
tion that has been in the country for a week-long tour left 
for China this morning. The delegation, which was led by 
Mr. Luo Gan, secretary-general of the State Council of 
the PRC, was seen off by the Minister for Culture and 
Social Services Mr. James Njiru. [passage omitted] 


Uganda 


Reportage on Zambian President Kaunda’s Visit 


Construction Project Visited 


EA2801195790 Kampala Domestic Service 
in English 0400 GMT 28 Jan 90 


[Excerpt] President Yoweri Museveni, together with 
President Kenneth Kaunda of Zambia, have laid a 
foundation stone at the produce marketing board silos, 
which are under construction in Jinja. The function took 
place yesterday and was witnessed by the visiting dele- 
gations from Mozambique and Burundi, cabinet minis- 
ters, diplomats accredited to Uganda, and senior govern- 
ment officials. 


The project, when completed, will have a storage 
capacity of 20,000 metric tonnes. It will have, among 
other things, facilities and a capacity to dry the cereals 
artificially, and will store cereal of different types. 


Speaking at the function, President Museveni stressed 
that the momentum of moving away from mono-cultural 
economy in Uganda should be maintained. The presi- 
dent reiterated the NRM’s [National Resistance Move- 
ment’s] vigorous program of import substitution, wid- 
ening the country’s spectrum of export and increasing 
value to (our) export products. 


President Museveni said that the problem in Africa has 
been that it imports too much and exports too little. He 
noted that Africa also imports things which could be 
made locally, and fails to export those products which it 
could export. 


President Kenneth Kaunda of Zambia, who is in Uganda 
On a State visit, said that the laying of the foundation 
stone at the produce marketing board silos is an indi- 
cator wh.ch all the PTA [Preferential Trade Area] coun- 
tries attach to full production and storage facilities. He 
congratulated the NRM government on its clear eco- 
nomic programme and its implementation, adding that 
the NRM knows where it came from, where it is, and 
where it is going. President Kaunda expressed hopes that 
the projects which the (?visiting) delegation have visited 
in Uganda will help them to understand the NRM’s 
economic direction. [passage omitted] 
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Joint Communique Signed 


EA3001170590 Kampala Domestic Service 
in English 1900 GMT 29 Jan 90 


[Excerpt] [passage omitted] Before departure, President 
Kenneth Kaunda and his host held private talks at State 
House, Entebbe. The two leaders later signed a joint 
communique, which stressed their determination to 
strengthen and consolidate the traditional bonds of 
friendship and cooperation. In this connection, they 
emphasized the urgent need to implement fully the 
agreements signed by Uganda and Zambia, especially on 
trade. The two sides expressed concern about the con- 
tinued dependence of the South on the North and 
renewed their commitment to promoting further 
regional cooperation, especially the framework of the 
Preferential Trade Area and the OAU. 


On the economic situation in Africa, they expressed deep 
concern at the (?perils) which the debt problem entails 
for the continent. They expressed the need for continued 
and concerted OAU efforts to tackle and overcome the 
problem. 


Touching on the situation in southern Africa, the two 
leaders focussed their attention on Namibia, Mozam- 
bique, Angola and racist South Africa. They commended 
the role of the UN Transition Assistance Group, 
UNTAG, in administering Namibia’s independence, 
and congratulated SWAPO [South-West African Peo- 
ple’s Organization] upon winning the election. 


Regarding Angola and Mozambique, the two heads of 
state commended the efforts of all the parties engaged in 
finding a lasting solution to their problems. 


On the situation in South Africa, they strongly 
denounced the ignominious apartheid system 
(?deployed) in the cosmetic reforms and called upon the 
people of South Africa to intensify the struggle for their 
domestic rights. They called upon the racist regime in 
Pretoria to release Nelson Mandela and other political 
prisoners without precondition and create the necessary 
atmosphere for negotiations. 


The two presidents reaffirmed their commitment to the 
Nonaligned Movement and noted the dramatic political 
changes taking place in East Europe and welcomed the 
reduction of tension between the superpowers. 


Mr. Museveni reiterated their support for the inalienable 
rights of the Palestinian people and their conviction that 
the convening of an international conference under the 
auspices of the UN, in accordance with the UN Security 
Council Resolution 242 and 338 and all other relevant 
UN resolutions with participants of all pasties con- 
cerned, including the PLO as the sole legitimate repre- 
sentative of the Palestinian people, provides the best 
framework for reaching a just, durable, and comprehen- 
sive settlement. 


FBIS-AFR-90-021 
31 January 1990 


President Kaunda expressed his appreciation to Presi- 
dent Museveni and the people of Uganda for the hospi- 
tality accorded to him and his delegation during his visit. 


Before President Kaunda left the country, he had a press 
conference at the State House garden. He talked on the 
bilateral relations, issues of common interest, and the 
current regional and international situation prevailing in 
Africa. 


Kaunda Departs 


EA3001093090 Kampala Domestic Service 
in English 1400 GMT 29 Jan 90 


[Excerpts] President Kenneth Kaunda of Zambia, who 
has been on a 4-day state visit to Uganda, has left for 
home. [passage omitted] 


Before his departure, President Kaunda and President 
Museveni held private talks at State House, Entebbe. 
Later the two leaders signed a joint communique. 


NRM, Burundi UPRONA Party To Cooperate 


EA3101090590 Kampala Domestic Service 
in English 1700 GMT 30 Jan 90 


[Text] Uganda and Burundi have signed a cooperation 
agreement under which the bilateral relationship 
between the NRM [National Resistance Movement] and 
the ruling party of Burundi, UPRONA [National Unity 
and Progress] is to be strengthened. The signing cere- 
mony took place at the NRM secretariat in Kampala. 
The minister of state in the president's office and 
national political commissar, Dr. Kiiza Besigye, signed 
on behalf of the NRM, while the secretary general of 
UPRONA, Mr. Libere Bararunyeretse, signed on behalf 
of his organization. 


The provisions of the agreement include, among other 
things: cultural and information exchanges; exchange of 
delegations; and cooperation in other areas. 


In the agreement, the NRM and UPRONA will establish 
a bilateral coordinating committee, which will supervise 
the implementation of the provisions of the agreement. 
The agreement remains in force for 5 years. 


Present at the signing ceremony was a member of the 
National Executive Council, Mr. Kirunda Kivejinja, and 
the Burundi ambassador to Uganda, Mr. Basile 
Gateretse. 
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After signing the agreement, the Burundi delegation, 
which has been attending the fourth NRM anniversary 
celebrations, left for home. They were seen off at 
Entebbe International Airport by senior officials from 
the Ministry of Fc eign Affairs and the Burundi ambas- 
sador to Uganda, Mr. Basile Gateretse. 


Castro Congratulates Museveni on Anniversary 


EA2701122690 Kampala Domestic Service 
in English 1000 GMT 25 Jan 90 


[Text] President Fidel Castro of Cuba has praised Pres- 
ident Museveni for the success achieved in front [as 
heard] of the consolidation of the revolutionary process 
taking place in Uganda. In a congratulatory message to 
President Museveni on the occasion to mark the 4th 
anniversary of the NRM-NRA [National Resistance 
Movement-Army] revolution, President Castro said we 
appreciated with pleasure the strengthening of the fra- 
ternal relations that unite our two peoples and govern- 
ment, and we look forward to broaden them more. 


Paper Reports Rebel Attacks, Deaths in Kitgum 


AB3001223290 Paris AFP in English 1437 GMT 
27 Jan 90 


[Text] Kampala, Jan 27 (AFP)}—About 10 people have 
been killed in rebel attacks in the northern Ugandan 
district of Kitgum during the past month, the official 
NEW VISION newspaper said Saturday. 


The paper said five people were killed January 16 when 
about 50 rebels believed to belong to a faction of the 
Uganda People’s Democratic Army (UPDA) attacked 
Namokora Market, 60 kilometres east of Kitgum town. 


One UPDA group signed a peace pact with the National 
Resistance Army (NRA) in June 1988 and its soldiers 
were subsquently integrated into the NRA. 


NEW VISION, quoting a security report from the dis- 
trict, said there had been a new influx of rebels from 
neighbouring Gulu District into Kitgum. The rebels are 
now concentrated in Agago, Aruu, Lamwo and Lira 
Palno Counties. 


Among those killed were two local council leaders, an 
NRA soldier, and a political cadre. 


The paper said the rebels frequently ambushed vehicles 
travelling on the main routes. 


NEW VISION said troops had been sent to the area and 
several clashes with rebels had occurred. But the paper 
did not give any further details. 
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British Minister Chalker Visits Johannesburg 


Discusses Reform Pregress 


MB3001155290 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1234 GMT 30 Jan 90 


[Text] Johannesburg Jan 30 SAPA~-Not enough political 
change had taken place in South Affica and she would 
continue to call for the unbanning of political organisations, 
the lifting of the state of emergency and Nelson Mandela‘s 
release, the British minister for overseas development, Mrs. 
Lynda Chalker said on Tuesday [30 January}. 


“There are signs of change but at this stage they're not 
enough. I do, however, believe change will come as the 
situation today (in South Africa) is very different to the 
past,” Mrs. Chalker told SAPA. 


The minister was passing through Johannesburg en route 
to the Southern African Development Co-ordinating 
Conference in Lusaka later this week. 


Mrs. Chalker was speaking at a gathering at the British 
Council Centre in Braamfontein, attended by British schol- 
arship holders, educationists, community leaders, and oth- 
ers—including the NECC’s [National Education Crisis 
Committee] Mr. Eric Molobi, Miss Sheila Sisulu, and Mrs. 
Nadine Gordimer. 


Mrs. Chalker said in the past she expressed a wish that 
educational assistance to black South Africans should 
expand and “thanks to (British ambassador) Sir Robin 
Renwick, I’ve seen this wish fulfilled.” 


The British Government had granted | ,000 scholarships 
to black South Africans this year but “there’s much more 
to be dene to bringing proper education to blacks.” 


“Learning opens doors and we must ensure every black 
South African can obtain the key to democracy and 
learning,” Mrs. Chalker said. 


Sir Renwick said the minister would visit the Alexandra 
Health Centre—which had in the past received British 
financial assistance—as well as her “close personal 
friend” Mrs. Helen Suzman on Tuesday afternoon. 


“I'm fighting political battles all the time and I'm glad to 
see progress in South Africa, even though it’s slow,” Mrs. 
Chalker said. 


“It does, however, seem to be positive but not enough,” 
she added. 


“The allowing of peaceful rallies, release of some polit- 
ical prisoners, beach desegregation and talk of the scrap- 
ping of the Separate Amenities Act are all positive signs. 


“But we want to see the abolishing of the National 
Security System, a change in the Land Act, the unban- 
ning of political organisations, the lifting of the state of 
emergency and Nelson Mandela’s release.” 
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Mrs. Chalker became a MP in 1974 and was appointed 
head of overseas development administration last year. 


She will be leaving the country on Tuesday night and her 
next visit will be to Namibia where she is to set up a 
Biitish education programme. 


The NECC’s Mr. Molobi said he would brief Mrs. 
Chalker on the education situation in the country if he 
had the chance to speak to her. 


“\Ve will brief her on our experiences of the situation, 
which are obviously complaints,” he said. 


The new British Council Centre houses a study centre for 
underprivileged black students, according to council 
spokesman, Mr. Nick Swart. 


Annual membership fee is RS and resources include a 
reading room, film and video library, auditorium and 
seminar rooms. 


Praises De Klerk ‘Direction’ 
MB3001174090 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1724 GMT 30 Jan 90 


[Excerpt] Johannesburg Jan 30 SAPA—THe SA [South 
Africa] Government had to make its own timetable for 
change and there was no doubt State President F.W. de 
Klerk was heading in the right direction, British minister for 
overseas development, Mrs. Lynda Chalker, said on 
Tuesday [30 January]. 


Speaking at Jan Smuts Airport before she left for a one 
day visit to Zimbabwe, the visiting British politician said 
she would take a message to that country that progress 
was steadily being made in South Africa. 


She is en route to Lusaka for the Southern African 
Development Co-ordinating Conference later this week. 


“I have no doubt State President F.W. de Klerk is leading 
the country in the right direction,” Mrs. Chalker said. 


She said she had no indication when Nelson Mandela 
would be released, adding: “I hope it’s aot too long in 
light of recent reform in this country.” 


““No one more than the British Government wants to see 
the end of apartheid,” she said. 


She visited the Alexandra Health Clinic near here earlier 
on Tuesday and said, “tremendous progress on develop- 
ment and health services had been made.” 


She had tea in the afternoon with veteran anti-apartheid 
campaigner, Mrs. Helen Suzman. [passage omitted]. 
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Paper Cites Soviet Ministry on ‘Unsound’ Policy 
MB2601151090 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
26 Jan 90 p 10 


[Text] The Soviet Union’s foreign ministry has admitted 
its policy towards Africa has been based on superficial 
and unsound views of the African reality. 


In a statement reviewing its policy towards Africa from 
April 1985 to October 1989, the ministry said in the past the 
Soviet Union had underestimated such factors as the close 
ties between African economies and the capitalist econo- 
mies. 


Western countries’ position in African social structures 
and the ability to influence them, the tenacity of tradi- 
tional ways of production and social and political pro- 
cesses in African countries had frequently been analysed 
according to simplified schemes, the document said. 


Assistance to African countries had become a humani- 
tarian issue of “universal significance.” 


Priority was now being given “tc the defusing of regional 
conflicts, some of which have lasted for decades,”’ it added. 


The document also said the Soviet Union was expanding 
its diplomatic ties in Africa by restoring and normalising 
relations with a number of African countries. 


Rumors of Army Controlling Bloemfontein Denied 


MB3001153290 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1357 GMT 30 Jan 90 


[Text] Bloemfontein Jan 30 SAPA—Rumours that the 
Army on Tuesday [30 January] took control of Bloemfon- 
tein’s Mangaung black township because police had been 
unable to control the anti-Gatting tour demo situation have 
been strongly denied by both the SADF [South African 
Defense Force] and the SAP [South African Police]. 


According to information apparently picked up from a 
walkie-talkie, the Army was said to have ordered all whites 
out of the township and replaced police in the area. 


But Army and police spokesman said it was rubbish and 
had no idea where it had originated. 


A spokesman for defence headquarters in Pretoria said 
simply; not true. 


Head of the Bloemfontein SAP liaison section Col. J.W. 
Huraan said it was completely void of truth and police 
were in full control of the situation. 


He added there were no Army personnel in the township 
area and said the situation had quietened in Mangaung. 


He could not say how the rumour had started. 
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Corporation To Close Uranium-Enrichment Plant 


MB2701104090 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 27 Jan 90 


[Text! The Atomic Energy Corporation is to discontinue 
Operations at a uranium-enrichment pilot plant at 
Pelindaba, near Pretoria, which is used mainly for exper- 
imentation and research, on the Ist of next month. 


A spokesman for the corporation said the uranium- 
enrichment production plant was not able to meet all the 
short-term requirements of South Africa’s nuclear power 
program. The corporation said switching off the pilot 
plant was a logical step taken in the interest of cost 
effectiveness. 


The staff affected by the closure of the pilot plant would 
be allocated to other programs as far as possible. Several 
posts, however, would become superfluous, but the 
affected staff would be treated fairly. 


Trade Chamber Issues Statement on ANC Talks 


MB2901174790 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1519 GMT 29 Jan 90 


[Text] Johannesbsurg Jan 29 SAPA—A 21-member delega- 
tion of the National African Federated Chambers of Com- 
merce (NAFCOC) held wide-ranging discussion with 
leaders of the African National Congress (ANC) in Lusaka 
on Saturday [27 January]. 


Led by Dr. Sam Motsuenyane, the NAFCOC delegation 
returned home on Sunday [28 January] and released a 
copy of a joint statement holding apartheid policy 
responsible for South Africa's economic crisis. 


The statement said the “inordinate concentration of wealth 
and econom.c power in the hands of a few” was deplorable. 


Matters discussed at the meeting included the current 
political situation in the country, the present political 
and economic crises, and the role of the black business 
community in the apartheid.” 


NAFCOC and the ANC agreed State President F.W. de 
Klerk had neither the will nor the capacity to effect 
meaningful political change. 


“The main agency for democratic transformation of our 
country are the oppressed black majority, acting through 
their various organised formations. The immediate tasks 
facing our people in the present day are the escalation and 
extension of the struggle for liberation on all fronts, and the 
international isolation of the apartheid regime,” the state- 
ment said. 


Both delegations acknowledged the black business com- 
munity would play an important role in a future demo- 
cratic South Africa. Black business had to be actively 
involved in the struggle against racism. 


“We agreed that the various initiatives of the Pretoria 
regime, in the political as well as the economic sphere, have 
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as their objective the re-arrangement of the apartheid 
system and the refurbishment of its economy. “Real change 
in Our country can come only through the establishment of 
a system of democratic government, based on the principle 
(of) one person, one vote, in a unitary state, said the 
Statement. 


31 Jan Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MB3101100790 


[Editorial Report] 


THE CITIZEN 


Police Cannot Avoid Applying Political Laws— 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 30 January in 
its page 6 editorial states: “Although we accept the good 
intentions behind the State President's remarks, we have to 
ask whether there is much practicality in saying that the 
police will not have to apply ‘political’ laws when those laws 
are still on the Statute Book.” THE CITIZEN commends 
the state president for “offering the police this change in 
outlook and duty.” However “our ‘political’ /a‘vs are so 
numerous that we cannot see how policemen can avoid 
being embroiled in their application.” 


THE STAR 


Further Review of National Service Nee<ied—‘‘It is a logical 
and welcome consequence of reduced naticnal service that 
the penalties for objectors of conscience should also be 
halved,” observes a page 16 editorial in Johannesburg THE 
STAR in English on 31 January. Nevertheless, “these pen- 
alties remain out of all proportion both to the one-year 
service period and to the offence. The concessions need to 
go further.” “The whole punitive system—and compulsory 
national service itself—should be further reviewed in the 
light of South Africa’s sharply reduced military role in 
southern Africa and the need for cutbacks in defence 
srending. South Africa cannot do without an army, but 
there is a strong case to be made for a much smaller and 
well-trained force of professionals.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Black Labor Movement ‘No Say’ in Labor Law~—- 
Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 31 Jan- 
uary in a page 6 editorial welcomes the new draft Labor 
Relations Amendment Bill. But says “consensus on 
labour legislation can result only from a process of full 
participation in its framing by all concerned interest 
groups. The black labour movement has had no direct 
say in this or previous versions of the law.” 


Homelands ‘Bottomless Pit’ for RSA Taxpayers—*While 
central government has obvious obligations in the adminis- 
tration of the homelands, they have become a bottomless pit 
for South Afacan taxpayers’ money,” remarks a second 
editorial on the same page. “Finance ministers of the 
self-governing territories have already been warned their 
budgets are going to be severely trimmed’. How they will 
manage the cuts is up to them, but they deserve some 
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sympathy. It is not their fault that South Africa has ended 
up with 2 profusion of states, quasi-states, presidents, chief 
ministers, parliaments, legislative assemblies and scores of 


departments.” 


SOWETAN 


Call for Mandela Release Before Parliamentary Speech— 
“The on-off news about the release of Mr. Nelson Mandela 
iS not serving anybody’s interest, least of all the Govern- 
ment,” declares a page 6 editorial in Johannesburg 
SOWETAN in English on 31 Januavy. “While Mr. F.W. de 
Klerk is preparing himself for one of the most important 
speeches in his short career, we believe he could make things 
easier for himself by releasing Mr. Mandela before he makes 
the speech. This would obviate the possibility of the impor- 
tant release stealing the thunder from a speech that has 
aroused worldwide expectations.” 


Mandela Can Bring About Dialogue Between Blacks—On 
page 8 Sam Mabe writes in his “Sam's Notebook”: Nelson 
Mandela is “one of a handful of leaders, if not the only one, 
who commands support and respect that transcends ideo- 
logical, ethnic and other barriers. Whatever his views, he is 
definitely the kind of leader who can call the nation to 
attention and create a climate for dialogue not only between 
blacks and whites, but particularly between black and 
black.” 


THE NATAL WITNESS 


Disadvantages to Piecemeal Reform— ‘If separate amenities 
are obsolete, what about Group Areas?” asks a page % 
editorial in Pietermaritzburg THE NATAL WITNESS in 
English on 20 January. “The one act is as expensive to 
maintain and as harmful to race relations as the other.” 
“The Government apparently prefers to play for time and 
shut its eyes to evasions rather than cause too great a 
cultural shock to white diehards. But there are disadvan- 
tages in the piecemeal dismantling of apartheid.” 


Pretoria Council Takes Steps Against Apartheid 


MB3101055190 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0523 GMT 31 Jan 90 


[Excerpt] Johannesburg, Jan 31, SAPA—In a bid to scrap 
apartheid in the capital city the Pretoria City Council, on 
Tuesday [30 January] night, took two major steps, despite 
strong and sometimes sharp criticism from the Conserva- 
tive Party [CP] opposition, and agreed to open a nu: aber of 
municipal facilities and break the white monopoly on cen- 
tral trading areas. 


Recommendations accepted by the council were out- 
lined by the chairman of the management committee 
Mr. James Leach: 


Municipal bus service and city libraries to be opened to 
all races, 


Hillcrest swimming pool to be opened to everyone, 


FBIS-AFR-90-021 
31 January 1990 


Fishing facilities at Rietviei nature reserve to be avail- 
able to all, and 


Municipal halls including the city hall to be opened to all 
races. 


After the meeting Mr. Leach appealed to “‘all residents of 
Pretoria to approach the opening of facilities in our city 
with great responsibility.” 
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This followed a heated debate in which the CP opposition 
warned of certain disaster and described the latest moves as 
the “This end of the wedge.” The CP also threatened to do 


everything legally in its power to overturn the proposal. 


The council also accepted a recommendation to extend 
the central city free trading area to most of the CBD 
[central business district] as well as to include 13 sub- 
urban areas. [passage omitted] 
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Angola 


Savimbi: MPLA Attacks Force His Return Home 


LD3001224190 Lisbon Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 2200 GMT 30 Jan 90 


[Text] UNITA [National Union for Total Independence 
of Angola] President Jonas Savimbi has decided to 
interrupt his visit to Portugal and return to Africa 
immediately. Speaking at a press conference in Lisbon 
this evening, Jonas Savimbi said that his visit to our 
country had positive and negative components: 


[Begin Savimbi recording] The positive factor is that 
moves are again afoot to resume negotiations. Contacts 
have already been established in Africa. What I most 
profoundly desire is that Portugal should discreetly 
accept to play a role. I do not claim the credit for it, but 
I feel that this is now happening. This is the positive 
component. 


Now the negative component: As was to be expected, the 
MPLA [Popular Movement for Liberation of Angola] 
has reacted strongly in the interior of Angola. It has 
transferred 14 MIG-23 aircraft from Lubango to 
Menongue-Cuito and [word indistinct] and, since yes- 
terday, the area between (?K.uzunga)}—these are names 
that mean nothing to you—and Mavinga has been sub- 
jected to heavy bombing. Sr I believe that in these 
circumsta:ices a riposte is called for. [end recording] 


That was jonas Savimbi at a press conference this 
evenii,, announcing the interruption of his visit to 
Portugal. 


Savimbi Seeks Direct Talks With Dos Santos 


MB3001085790 Windhoek Domestic Service 
in Afrikaans 0600 GMT 30 Jan 90 


[Text] UNITA [National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola] leader Dr. Jonas Savimbi, who is 
currently on a visit to Portugal, says the rebels will 
contact Cuba directly to assure that country that UNITA 
will not carry out any further attacks on the Cubans. 


Dr. Savimbi has also called on President Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos of Angola for direct talks aimed at ending the 
civil war in Angoia. Dr. Savimbi said it is important that 
direct discussions be heid between himself and Mr. dos 
Santos. He asked the Portuguese Government to use its 
influence to arrange talks between him and the Angolan 
leader. He denied that he had lost faith in President 
Mobutu Sese Seko of Zaire as mediator in the peace 
negotiations. 


He added that fighting between UNITA and MPLA 
[Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola] sol- 
diers was continuing on two fronts in southeastern 
Angola. 


Dr. Savimbi criticized the Soviet government's con- 
tinued supply of tanks, fightez aircraft, and other arins to 
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the Angolan Government. He believed that the Angolan 
civil war could be over before the end of the year. 


Quadripartite Party Conference Ends 27 January 


MB3001071490 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 0600 GMT 30 Jan 90 


[Text] Delegates to the fifth quadripartite conference, 
which ended in Luanda on Saturday [27 January] 
assessed cooperation and exchange of information on 
common problems faced in the construction of the their 
parties, and recommended a continued study and mon- 
itoring of international developments. 


In a final communique issued by the Information and 
rropaganda Department, delegates of the MPLA [Pop- 
ular Movement for the Liberation of Angola] L abor 
Party, the Congolese Labor Party, the Frelimo [Mozam- 
bique Liberation Front] Party, and the Workers Party of 
Ethiopia saluted the now relaxed relations among coun- 
tries, and the prospects of international peace that have 
been created, particularly in Africa. 


The delegates to the quadripartite control and audit 
commissions conference saluted the struggle waged by 
the Angolan, Ethiopian, and Mozambican peoples 
against counterrevolutionaries and secessionist groups, 
and expressed their suppor for ongoing peace initiatives 
in those countries. 


The delegates also thanked Comrade Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos, chairman of the MPLA-Labor Party and presi- 
dent of the People’s Republic of Angola, for having 
welcomed them and ensured the successful holding of 
the quadripartite conference. 


It should be pointed out that delegates to the conference 
dealt mainly with ways of building socialism in Africa, as 
well as the impact that East Europe's political, economic, 
and social reforms have had in African countries. 


MPLA Talks With Israel Labor Party Begin 


MB3101070990 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 0600 GMT 31 Jan 90 


[Text] Official talks between the MPLA [Popular Move- 
ment for the Liberation of Angola] Labor Party and the 
Iseael Labor Party began in Luanda yesterday. The 
Angolan delegation is headed by Sebastiao da Silva Isata, 
director of the foreign relations department of the 
MPLA-I abor Party Central Committee. 


Speaking during the meeting, Isata said the visit takes 
place at a time when the international situation is 
characterized by an atmosphere of relative relaxation, 
which is conducive to the promotion of friendship 
between the two peoples and parties. He added that the 
visit #6 the result of efforts made by the tv> parties, as 
well as the indication of the two peoples’ desire to see the 
strengthening of their friendship and understanding. 
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Speaking on the same occasion, (Ibraim Hasamry), 
director of the Depa: iment of international Relations of 
the Israel Labor Party, said the visit to Angola is in the 
framework of possible cooperation between the two 
parties as long as the Angolan side is interested. 


The Israeli delegation, which arrived in Luanda yes- 
terday on a 5-day visit to Angola at the invitation of the 
MPLA-Lzbor Party, will discuss ways of establishing 
relations between the two parties and will hold talks with 
Angolan officials. The delegation will also tour Cabinda 
Province. 


Malawi 


President Banda Dissolves Cabinet 30 January 


MB3001182090 Blantyre Domestic Service 
in English 1800 GMT 30 Jan 90 


[Text] His Excellency the Life Preside’ ixg.:-: [the 
Eagle] Dr. Kamuzu Banda, in the ex°*< s€ of powers 
conferred upon him by the Censtitutic > >s ¢ ssolved 
the cabinet with effect from today, 30 Ja. : 


im a press release issued in Lilongwe today, the office of 
the president and cabinet said as a result of the dissolu- 
tion, all portfolios now revert to the life president. 


The release said until a new cabinet is appointed in due 
course, all government (?issues) requiring ministerial 
decisions should be channeled through the office of the 
president and cabinet. 


Namibia 


Constituent Assembly Formulates Constitution 


MB3001214090 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1910 GMT 30 Jan 90 


[Text] Windhoek Jan 30 SAPA—The Namibian Constit- 
vent Assembly [CA] on Tuesday [30 January] reached 
agreement on 17 of the first 18 articles of the draft 
constitution prepared by an all-party standing com- 
mittee, but postponed a devision on the controversial 
Article 11, which allows for detention without trial. 


After a long and sometimes heated argument the matter 
was referred back for discussion by party caucuses before 
the assembly resumes its debate. 


The CA also decided to amend Article One of the 
cnnstitution, “establishment of the Republic of Namibia 
and the identification of its territory”, to include a 
detailed description of the territory as it is identified in 
United Nations records. 


The offending paragraph four of the article had previ- 
gusly only stated that Namibia “shall consist of the 
whole territory recognised by the international com mu- 
nity through the organs of the United Nations as 
Namibia, including the harbour and port of Walvis Bay, 
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as well as the islands off the mainland of Namibia, and 
its southern border shall extend to the middle of the 
Orange River.” Walvis Bay, the offshore island and the 
northern 1alf of the Orange River are claimed by South 
Africa. 


The debate about the national territory evoived into a 
debate about procedure when Democratic Turnhalle 
Alliance [DTA] Chairman Mr. Dirk Mudge proposed 
that problems be referred back to tie standing com- 
mittee. 


After an exchange of various views on the matter, the 
view of CA Chairman Mr. Hage Geingob prevailed. 


Mr. Geingob ruled that conflicts would not be referred 
back to the committee, because it would simply mean 
they had to be debated again in the Assembiy. 


He said it was ultimately the duty of the CA to approve 
the constitution. 


National Patriotic Front (NPF) chairman, Mr. Moses 
Katyiuongua, opposed a decision not to include “mulii- 
party” before the word democracy in Article |, although 
the right to form political parties is guaranteed as non- 
negotiable in the bill of fundamental rights contained in 
the constitution. 


The preamble to the constitution was accepted after a 
number of members spoke at length about their appre- 
ciation for the eventual attainment of independence, but 
warned this newly-acquired freedom would have to be 
guarded and extended by writing the constitution into 
the hearts of the people. 


Action Christian National (ACN) leader, Mir. Jan de 
Wet, opposed the inclusion of two paragraphs saying 
Namibians had been denied their rights by “apartheid, 
racism and colonialism”, and that they had finally 
emerged victorious in their struggl~ against these evils. 


He said as one of the people who helped to introduce 
apartheid into Namibia, he felt proud of the develop- 
ment achieved. His view failed to find support in the 
house. 


Article 3 of the constitution, which says English shall be 
the official language, was opposed by Mr. Koos Pretoi ius 
of ACN, who said it made matters difficult for the 
substantial number of Namibians » ho could not speak 


the language. 


His objections were dismissed on the basis that the 
article also guaranteed the right to use other languages in 
school and in regional government, where a substantia/ 
number of people in a region speak another language. 


Articles 4 to 10 were agreed upon with only minor 
amendments. 


Then, the controversial Article 11 came up for discus- 
sion. 
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Mr. Katjiuongua (NPF) said he would prefer it if the 
provisi in for ‘‘preventive detention’’—detention 
without trial—was scrapped altogether. 


Namibia National Front (NNF) President Vekuui 
Rukoro said the provision represented a black spot on an 
otherwise impeccable document. 


He said the time had come to rid the Namibian nation of 
“his scourge” and provisions for emergency powers were 
sufficient to deal with any eventuality. 


The section on emergency powers—Article 24—also 
provides for detention without trial, but subject to 
parliamentary review. 


Mr. Rukoro said this provision was more in keeping with 
the human rights nature of the constitution. He said 
national reconciliation would be harmed by the clause. 


“We cannot encourage people to forget the past if we 
write it into our constitution,” he said, reminding the 
house the recent use of detention without trial made it a 
sore point in the country. 


Mr. Rukoro’s proposal was supported by United Demo- 
cratic Front delegate Eric Biwa—himself a former 
SWAPO [South-West African People’s Organization] 
detainee. 


Mr. Fanuel Kozonguizi (DTA) said he supported preven- 
tive detention. He said in the past it had been wrong 
because it was perpetrated by an illegal regime. The 
future was different because the detention would be used 
to protect th> elected government of an independent 
state. 


He said it was impractical to use emergency powers 
every time a few people threatened the state. 


SWAPO’s shadow minister of education and culture, 
Nahas Angula, said he agreed the article was a black spot 
on the document, but unfortunately it reflected the 
dangerous reality of southern Africa. 


“We have neighbours who use destabilisation to pro- 
mote their foreign policy. How can we defend our 
constitution if we do not have the means?” Mr. Angula 
asked. 


The provision was “‘a necessary evil,” he added. 


Mr. M. Tjitendero (SWAPO) said he agreed with Mr. 
Kozonguizi that it was different when detention is used 
by an elected government. 


He realised recent history made the issue a tender point, 
but the fact was the government could be voted out of 
power if it abused the measure. 


Ordinary criminal proceedings were inadequate to deal 
with threats against the state, he said. 
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Mr. Moses Garoeb (SWAPO) said he also agreed, espe- 
cially since the constitution had abolished the deatn 
sentence and detention was “a minimum deterrent” 
against subversive activity. 


Mr. Rukoro said there was no need for such a provision 
and if one ever arose, parliament could then make a law 
to authorise preventive detention. 


Shadow deputy minister of wildlife, conservation and 
tourism, Pendukeni Ithana, said Namibian reality had to 
be the touchstone of the question. 


She said the constitution was “for us and our children” 
and had to be protected. The armed people “running 
around the country” were not just going to disappear and 
trouble could break out at any time, she added. 


Shadow Attorney-General Hartmut Ruppel said it was a 
painful matter since he knew from first hand experience 
the torture of being detained without knowing when you 
might be released. But the CA had to write a constitution 
which would last. 


He said there was no point in just trying to please the 
world and provision had to be made for the possibility 
that the whole framework in which the constitution was 
to function would be attacked in future. 


In such a case the government needed some power, 
otherwise it would be in a situation where it would have 
to throw the whole constitution out of the window. 


He said ample provision was made for judicial review 
and other democratic societies also had to resort to 
similar measures from time to time. 


Mr. Dirk Mudge (DTA) said he supported detention 
withcut trial when he was in the interim government, 
and he still supported it, although at that time it was used 
against SWAPO members, who constituted a threat to 
the security of the state. 


He said it was not a measure to protect the government, 
but the state, and as such he could not oppose it, but the 
Assembly could also not be insensitive to the fears 
expressed. 


He proposed the matter be re-examined in party cau- 
cuses before it being discussed further. The suggestion 
was supported by Mr. Danie Botha (SWAPO). 


Mr. Rukoro reiterated that preventive detention could 
be introduced by parliament at a later stage if needed. 


Shadow Deputy Minister of Labour Hadino Hishongua 
said there might not be enough time for parliament to 
pass the measures when they were needed. He said he did 
not want “this very important document” to be tooth- 
less. 


Mr. Katuutire Kaura (DTA) said recent experience had 
shown that even detention would not deter people if 
their cause was just. 
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He said the measure could stay in the constitution, but if 
the state ever needed to use it, it should know it had 
failed and that something was very wrong in the country. 


Mr. Maxuilili Nathaniel (SWAPO) said he had also spent 
time in detention, but it was important for the state to 
prevent lawlessness. 


“‘We must be careful not to make the coming govern- 
ment seem too much like a nice boy,” he said, but added: 
““We are not the types to lock up the other guy just like 
that.” 


Shadow Minister of Justice Ngarikutuke Tjiriange sup- 
ported Mr. Mudge’s proposal for a postponement, saying 
everyone seemed to agree that the state needed protec- 
tion, although they differed about how it should be done. 


Articles 12 to 18 were agreed with only minor difficulties 
before the Assembly reached the issue of culture. 


Mr. Katjiuongua (NPF) suggested that a qualification— 
specifying the right to practice one’s culture if it did not 
impinge on the national interest—be scrapped, the only 
condition being that it did not impinge on the rights of 
others. 


This was opposed by Ms. Ithana (SWAPO), who said 
some cultures could start practising apartheid again. 


Mr. Jan de Wet (ACN) said he wanted to make a 
contribution on culture, but it was last and he wanted to 


prepare. 


The CA then adjourned until Wednesday [31 January] 
morning. 


The assembly will in future meet in the morning and 
again in the afternoon until 7pm. 


UK Military Team’s Visit on Aid Request Ends 
MB3101090990 Windhoek THE NAMIBIAN 29 Jan 90 
pl 


[Text] A formal response to SWAPO [South-West 
African People’s Organization] President Mr. Sam 
Nujoma’s request to Britain for help in setting up a 
Namibian defence force is expected “as soon as possi- 
ble”. 


The British military mission—sent to Namibia to inves- 
tigate the possibility of Britain giving military aid to 
Namibia after independence—returned home at the end 
of last week. 


The team of four military experts will be “making 
appropriate recommendations” to the British govern- 
ment and “a formal response to Mr. Nujoma’s request 
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will be made as soon as possible’, said a spokesperson 
for the British Liaison Office. 


“Thereafter, it is anticipated that a similar mission will 
visit Namibia in the near future with a view to carrying 
out further work on the assistance agreed upon,” said the 
spokesperson. 


The British “technical advisory team” spent almost two 
weeks in Namibia in order to make an “initial assess- 
ment” as to what military aid could be given. 


During its visit, the team met with Mr. Nujoma, the 
Administrator-General Mr. Louis Pienaar, UN Special 
Representative Mr. Marti Ahtisaari, UNTAG [UN 
Transition Assistance Group] military chief Major Gen- 
eral Prem Chand, and SWAPO officials. 


Accompznied by SWAPO, UNTAG and SWATF 
[South-West African Territory Forces] representatives, 
the British team also visited military installations 
around Windhoek and in the far north of the country. 


Said the British government spokesperson: “The talks 
with SWAPO have been frank, cordial and constructive 
and have concentrated on how Her Majesty’s govern- 
ment could provide a comprehensive range of training 
assistance aimed at producing armed forces which will 
be able to carry out the tasks laid upon them; be 
sustainable in resource terms; and enjoy the confidence 
of the whole population of the newly independent 
Namibia.” 


The offer of military assistance was made by British 
Prime Minister Mrs. Margaret Thatcher at October's 
Commonwealth summit in Kuala Lumpur and was soon 
followed by Mr. Nujoma’s request. 


Britain has, and continues to tre n Mozambican and 
Zimbabwean soldiers. 


Zimbabwe 


UK Official Chalker Arrives 30 January 


MB3001192890 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1923 GMT 30 Jan 90 


[Text] Harare Jan 30 SAPA—The British minister of 
overseas development, Ms. Lynda Chalker, arrived in 
Harare on Tuesday [30 January] evening for a one day 
visit, reports Zimbabwe's national news agency, ZIANA. 


She was met by Deputy Finance, Economic Planning 
and Development Minister Tichaendepi Masaya. 


Ms. Chalker will hold talks with government officials on 
Wednesday [31 January] before travelling to Lusaka, 
Zambia, for the SADCC [Southern African Develop- 
ment Coordination Conference] conference. 
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Benin 


Army Document Calls for Two-Party System 


AB2901190290 Paris AFP in French 1406 GMT 
29 Jan 90 


[Text] Cotonou, 29 Jan (AFP)}—The Beninese military 
have called for the establishment of a two-party political 
system in their country and want the “Army to keep out 
of politics and return to the barracks,” states a document 
received by AFP today and drawn up by the Garrison 
Revolutionary Committee, the organ representing the 
Army within the People’s Revolution Party of Benin, 
PRPB—the single party. The representatives of the 
members of the People’s Armed Forces, FAP, have also 
criticized Benin’s economic and social situation in this 
document, which was sent to the commission charged 
with preparing the national conference. The document 
was signed by its national chairman, Warrant Officer 
Class II Alassane Issifou Yabe, member of the PRPB 
Central Committee. It was endorsed by Major Philippe 
Gnamou, military secretary to President Kerekou, 
before being sent to the chairman of the commission. 
The national conference is due in Cotonou in the weeks 
ahead and will help draw up a new constitution. The 
commission charged with preparing this meeting is com- 
posed of seven current cabinet ministers and is chaired 
by Plan Minister Robert Dossou. 


“The PRPB policy, which is based essentially on influ- 
ence-peddling and sectarianism, has led to a situation of 
general confusion in which it is difficult to distinguish 
between the prerogatives of the party and those of the 
state,” the authors of the document wrote, in particular. 
“This policy,” they added, “favors the emergence and 
the keeping at key positions of some technically incom- 
petent and morally unrecommendable persons.” 


“The Armed Forces advocate the drawing up of a new 
constitution that guarantees a separation of powers.” 
They call for the election of a head of state through direct 
universal suffrage for a 5-year term of office, renewable 
once, and want the ensuing government to pledge 
responsibility to the Assembly. The military affirm that 
they favor a “two-party” political system in which each 
party should be “represented,” and are of the view that 
the new society “will be based on the principles of free 
enterprise.” The FAP “want to return to the barracks 
and keep out of politics, a stand that should be demon- 
strated clearly by the nonaffiliation of the Army to any 
political faction.” 


The FAP includes the National Defense Forces (land, 
air, and navy together), estimated at 4,500 troops; the 
Public Security Forces (gendarmerie, police, and cus- 
toms), estimated at 1,200 troops; and the People’s 
Militia, totalling about 1,500 troops and under the direct 
command of President Mathieu Kerekou. 
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Constitutional Conference To Be Held 19-24 Feb 


AB3001191390 Paris AFP in French 1332 GMT 
30 Jan 90 


[Text] Cotonou, 30 Jan (AFP)}—The national conference 
aimed at drawing up a new constitution for Benin will 
take place in Cotonou from 19 to 24 February, a com- 
munique from the Presidency announced today on the 
national radio. The organization of this conference was 
announced by the Beninese head of state, Mathieu 
Kerekou, on 7 December. President Kerekou expressed 
the wish to see all political factions participate in the 
conference. 


Many exiles have expressed their desire to return home 
for the occasion. Former head of state Emile Derlin 
Zinsou announced that he would return home on 7 
February, one of his aides announced in Abidjan. He will 
be accompanied by several other voluntary exiles, among 
them those who benefited from the 29 August 1989 
amnesty decreed by Benin. Mr. Zinsou has been living in 
exile since 1972. He was involved in several coup 
attempts aimed at destabilizing President Kerekou’s 
regime. He was condemned to death in absentia twice 
before being amnestied. He is currently leading the 
National Union for Democracy and Progress (UNDP), 
one of the four main opposition factions against Presi- 
dent Kerekou's regime. UNDP is a signatory of an action 
program drawn up on 15 January along with represen- 
tatives of the Republican Democratic Movement 
(MDR), the party that was led by former and late 
President Sourou Migan Apithy, who died in December 
in Paris, and that is currently led by Joseph Keke; the 
Democratic Rally of Dahomey (RDD), led by former 
President Hubert Maga; and the Nationa! Front for 
Democracy (FND), the former Democratic Union of 
Dahomey, led by former head of state Justin Aho- 
madegbe. 


Guinea 


Joint Commission With Cuba Meets 29 January 


AB3001131490 Conakry Domestic Service 
in French 1945 GMT 29 Jan 90 


[Text] The seventh session of the Cuba-Guinea Joint 
Cooperation Commission opened this morning in Con- 
akry. The meeting is being jointly presided over by 
Guinean Minister of Planning and International Coop- 
eration Ibrahim Sylla and Cuban Planning Minister 
Rodrigo Leon Garcia. Madi Naba reports on the guide- 
lines of this meeting: 


[Naba] The object of this session is to assess the state of 
their cooperation in the light of the sixth session of the 
joint commission held in November 1987 in Havana. 
Several areas of cooperation had been identified at that 
meeting, some of which [words indistinct] There is the 
need, today, to assess the outcome of those decisions. 
According to the Guinean planning and international 
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cooperation minister, both sides are satisfied in light of 
the achievements made, but he added that there was 
room for improvement: 


[Begin Sylla recording] These achievements could have 
been more significant if, on both sides, the implementa- 
tion of our joint programs for the period of 1987-1989 
had not suffered from certain constraints connected with 
the mode of economic transactions between our two 
countries. This is why, I think, that we must use the 
opportunity of this session to draw the consequences of 
this handicap and envisage appropriate machinery for its 
removal. [end recording] 


Of course, there are also other factors connected with the 
world economic situation—factors that, therefore, are 
independent of the desire of the two governments. These 
factors have negative effects on the level of this cooper- 
ation, as Mr. Ibrahim Sylla pointed out: 


[Begin Sylla recording] The poor sale, combined with the 
fall in the prices of our raw materials, the setting up of 
great economic groupings with its consequences such as 
a high risk of marginalization of goods and services, and 
the debt burden that is also hampering our efforts, are 
some of the major challenges facing us at the end of this 
century. Consequently, it is our inteniion to conduct 
these discussions in a constructive and unreserved spirit, 
so good results are achieved. [end recording] 


According to the Cuban planning minister, these diffi- 
culties must be overcome in the common interest of the 
two countries to enable them to cooperate. As the 
unbalanced exchanges in international economic rela- 
tions and the deterioration in trade terms reduce our 
ability to finance our projects, there is the need for a new 
trade exchange system, thus avoiding the two [words 
indistinct]. Mutual cooperation is the most important 
thing, he said, in the field of, for instance, providing 
health care for children, educating them, and training 
our youth. These are areas that need to be strengthened 
and in which Cuba is prepared to bolster its cooperation 
with our country. Minister Ibrahima Sylla emphasized 
the need to explore new horizons for the period of 
1990-1991. This is why Guinea attaches great impor- 
tance to meetings like this one, judging from the quality 
and the high number of top cadres who will, for 2 days, 
discuss the various issues on the agenda. 


Delegation Leaves for Havana Nonaligned Meeting 


AB2601131490 Conakry Domestic Service in French 
0645 GMT 26 Jan 90 


[Text] A Guinean delegation, led by Lieutenant Colonel 
Babacar Ndiaye, the minister permanent secretary of the 
Military Committee for National Redress [CMRN], and 
including Secretary of State for Secondary Education 
Aicha Bah, left Conakary yesterday for Havana to attend 
the nonaligned interministerial conference. This confer- 
ence will be held from 29 January to | February 1990. 
After the conference, Lt. Col. Babacar Nidaye will attend 
the World Peace Council Congress, which will take place 
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in Athens, Greece, from 4 to 11 February. It will be 
recalled that the CMRN permanent secretary, Lt. Col. 
Bababar Ndiaye, is vice chairman of the World Peace 
Council. 


Liberia 


Momoh, Conte Condemn Nimba County Invasion 


AB3101060990 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 30 Jan 90 


[Text] The leaders of Griiea and Sierra Leone today 
condemned the recent ariicd incursion into Liberia by 
dissident forces intended to destabilize the government 
of President Doe. Speaking on behalf of his Sierra 
Leonean counterpart, Joseph Saidu Momoh, in Mon- 
rovia, Brigadier General Lansana Conte, president of 
Guinea and chairman of the Military Committee for 
National Recovery, declared that any aggression against 
Liberia is an aggression against Guinea and Sierra 
Leone. 


In an official statement issued at the end of today’s 
summit, the three leaders agreed to discourage and put 
an end to acts «* aggression in the subregion. The two 
visiting leaders, who were in Monrovia for a special 
session of the Mano River Union, said they had come to 
{words indistinct] the Liberian leader and his people in 
the face of the territorial integrity and sovereignty of 
Liberia. 

The visiting presidents said they are considering steps 
along with Dr. Doe to make sure that armed aggressions 
into any member state of the Mano River Union is 
prevented. They said their three countries are histori- 
cally and geographically linked and that their peoples are 
inseparable. Consultation is now taking place to protect 
individual states of the Mano River Union, the leaders 
added. 


Concluding, President Doe and his colleagues agreed to 
examine and work toward expanding and implementing 
existing agreements for peace, nonaggression, mutual 
security, and cooperation. 


BBC Interviews Rebel Leader Charles Taylor 


AB3001172190 London BBC World Service 
in English 1615 GMT 30 Jan 90 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Although the Liberian Army say they have shot 
and killed five more rebels in Nimba County, including 
a field commander, and put their bodies on show, it is 
clear that the National Patriotic Front rebellion is far 
from over. In fact, there are reports of its spreading into 
other counties. And the Liberian forces are now being 
helped by American military advisers. Today, the leader 
of the rebels, Charles Taylor, called us up to express 
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concern about the presence of the Americans in Nimba. 
On the line, Robin White asked him why that bothers 
him: 


[Begin recording] [Taylor] We are not at war with the 
United States. This is not an anti-American movement. As 
a matter of fact, we solicit any help we can get from the 
United States. But when an American soldier is exposed to 
the battlefront and gets killed, it creates another problem. 


[White] Are you threatening to kill these Americans? 


[Taylor] No, Robin. For God’s sake! Americans are 
decent people, they are our friends. We were trained in 
the United States. We intend having good relationships. 
What we are trying to do is to prevent any accident that 
could be attributed to us. 


[White] What is your news from the frontline? 


[Taylor] O.K.—We are fighting according to plan. I tell 
you, if we were not doing well, they would not be inviting 
advisers to actually train them, but we are doing very 
well, and they do not want to give their casualties. I do 
not want to give you positions anymore, but we are 
progressing according to our plan. 


[White] Surely all the indications are that you are losing 
very badly. 


[Taylor] Robin, you remember they told you before that 
one soldier got killed before, and they told you that it was 
all over, and now they are telling you that we are almost 
gone. You can be hearing this when we get into Mon- 
rovia, after they are out. 


[White] The last time you spoke to us, you claimed that 
something was about to happen any minute in Mon- 
rovia, and nothing has happened whatsoever. 


[Taylor] My exact statement was that | will make my 
presence felt in Monrovia. This is a military statement, 
and do not underrate it. 


[White] But I repeat, you predicted that something was 
going to happen imminently in Monrovia, and abso- 
lutely nothing has happened in Monrovia. 


[Taylor] Well, it depends on what you think. Do you know 
that in Monrovia now, beginning at six o'clock, people are 
cleared, stores are closed, bars are closed down, and people 
have fled that country and have gone into foreign parts? 
There are a lot of things happening in Monrovia. 


[White] Why are you not at the battlefront yourself? 


[Taylor] I was just at the battlefront. Robin, I cannot lead 
from the front. I have able field commanders out there. 
I mean, I cannot lead from the front. I have diplomatic, 
political, and other things. I have to visit capitals, to seek 
and solicit assistance, and explain what we are doing. My 
work now is not at the battlefield. 


{White} You say you have just been there, though? 
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[Taylor] Definitely, | go. | was about 15 miles from 
Sanniquellie the other day. I do not have to say exactly 
where I was, but I was there. | visit there. 


[White] And what did you do there? 


[Taylor] When I am there, I call on these, my men, because 
I have a very, very good knowledge of military duties. 


[White] Mr. Taylor, we have received lots of letters from 
people, ordinary citizens in Liberia, none of whom have 
a good word to say for you. 


[Taylor] Robin, I will tell you what. They did not have good 
things to say about Jesus Christ when he was on earth. And 
he was the best thing we had around. Look, those are all 
fabricated letters. They are designed as a part of the whole 
scheme. These are all communists that are trying to combat 
against me. That they said about Jesus Christ. And now 
everybody, he is now ... [changes thought] We know that he 
was Lord and master. [end recording] 


Meanwhile, Sierra Leone’s President Momoh and 
Guinea’s President Conte have arrived in Monrovia 
today for an extraordinary summit of the Mano River 
Union hosted by Liberia. The meeting is at the request of 
the Liberian leader, Samuel Doe. And there is specula- 
tion that the rebellion in Nimba County, which shares a 
border with Guinea, is on the agenda for today’s summit. 
From Freetown, Foday Fofana telexed this report: 


[Begin studio announcer recording] Diplomatic sources here 
in Freetown say that at today’s meeting in Monrovia, the 
Liberian leader may be asking his fellow presidents for 
military assistance to fight Charles Taylor's rebels in Nimba 
County. Sources close to Freetown’s State House expect 
President Doe to brief his counterparts on the fighting and 
believe that the three leaders will reaffirm their commit- 
ment to the treaty of nonaggression signed three years ago. 
Some three weeks ago, President Doe sent President 
Momoh a message asking for reassurance that Sierre Leo- 
nean terniory will not be used to destabilize the Liberian 
Government. I was told that this morning by one expert who 
asked not to be named, that given that the three countries 
are members of a union which has signed a pact of non- 
aggression, it is not unlikely that the pact has other clauses 
which would allow for military assistance at a time of an 
external invasion. 


The Nonaggression and Security Treaty indeed specifies 
that the three countries will hold consultations any time the 
territorial integrity, the political independence, or the secu- 
rity of one of the nations is threatened. The treaty also states 
that after consultation and investigation into the extent of 
the menace, appropriate action is to be taken to neutralize 
such a threat. However, public opinion here in Sierra Leone 
is that this country has a lot of problems on its hands at the 
moment, and so any military expedition would not only be 
costly and unpopular, but would also be most ill-advised. 
[end recording] 
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